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Table 1: Groups of Harmonizations in the Torah®

Total LXX % SP % MT % SPIXX % MTSP % MT-LXX %

Gen 346 196 56 40 12
Exod 208 137 66 18 9
Lev 314 201 64 8 25
Num 284 179 63 16 6
Deut 202 99 49 22 11

63 18 47 14

1 31 15 18 9
1.5 80 25.5 20 6.5
45 16 43 15

1 27 13 44 22
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E. Tov, “Textual Harmonization in the Five Books of the Torah: A Summary”, in Textual
Developments. Collected Essays volume 4. VTSup 181 (Leiden: Brill, 2019), 172-192.

1. Letter of Aristeas 310-311

.. as [the scrolls] were translated well and in a holy manner and accurately in every respect, it is
appropriate that they should remain as they are and that no interpolation (dtaoxevy) should be
made. And when all had assented to these words, they, as was the custom among them, ordered
that anybody will be cursed who will introduce an interpolation (diaoxevdoet) by either adding or
generally transferring something of what is written or by making a deletion (&1 T1¢ teoxevdoel
mpoaTiBels %) ueTadépwy TL TO gUvolov TEY yeypappévwy 1) motovpevog apaipeotv). They did this
well with the intent that they [the scrolls] be preserved everlasting and standing fast for ever.

2. Joshua 5:10-12 MT

MY 35N .11 Y M3 17y VT2 0V Yy NYa X2 NDAD NN YN Y3232 HXIWIIIL NN .10
T MITND) XKD 1291 Dbbm NNHR Y20 DAY .12 1IN DBD DYYD MIP) MY NOID NINRR NIND
NN NIV WID XIN NXIANN 1b:>z~m n bm\w 17

10. Encamped at Gilgal, the Israelites offered the Passover sacrifice on the fourteenth of the
month, toward evening, in the steppes of Jericho. 11. They ate from of the produce of the land on
the day after the Passover, as unleavened bread and parched grain on that same day. 12. The
manna stopped on the day after, as they ate from the produce of the Land. The Israelites got no
more manna; that year they ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.
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The Year of the Flood

3. 1 En 106:15 (Ethiopic, trans. Stuckenbruck)
And there will be great destruction over the whole earth, and there will be a flood and a great
destruction for one year.

4. Jubilees 6:32
You, command the Israelites to keep the years in this number — 364 days. Then the year will be
complete.

5. 4Q252 Commentary on Genesis™ II 1-3
NYY NINN 012 NIV THND YIRD NV 2IWH WTIND O WY NYIYI NN PN NIV NIND WYY NNNA ...
NIV TANI NYAINY DXVYY MIND VDY DD DIdNN MY XPY NAND 19 NN

... on year 601 to the life of Noah. On the 17" of the second month the earth dried up, on day 1
of the week. On that day Noah left the ark after one full year, 364 days, on day 1 of the week.

6. Mishnah Eduyot 2, 10
DOV ,APN VOV . WTN WY DAY 91200 NT VOVN . WTN TWY DIV YW D127 NWHNN IIN 71PN NID X
DYV LAVN . YTN TWY DNV ,XIAD TNYD INNI I VAVN . YTN WY DY ,0MINNN VIVA . YTN WY
TN VY DY, 0022

... he used to say that five things last for twelve months (=the schematic indication of one year in
rabbinic literature): the punishment of the Flood generation — 12 months; Job’s punishment - 12
months; the Egyptians’ punishment — 12 months; the future punishment of Gog and Magog — 12
month; the punishment of the wicked in hell — 12 months.

The Year of the Flood in Genesis: tradition 1

7. Gen7:6 _ .
FNINIOY D20 13 12000) TRY TR YYa nd)
And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.

8. Gen&:13

D 2YR 02001370 YTH2 TN 11N niY mRrvy) noa mY
And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth.

The Year of the Flood in Genesis: Tradition 2

9. Gen7:11 MT
NI N2 0NN NNRYRD WP N0 DR YTNZ D TPy NYIYI WD UTH NI0D MY MYy njva
NN OIYD
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, on the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of
heaven were opened.




10. Gen 7:11 G

&v 10 £€axociootd &tet €v Th) Lo oD Nwe, Tod deutépov unvog, Rooun kal ikdadt Tod unvaog,
T MUEPQ TaTY Eppaynoay Tacot ol Tyl THe apvecov, Kal ol Katappaktol Tod ovpavoD

nvedyncav.

In the six hundredth year in Noe’s life, the second month, on the twenty—seventh of the month,
on this day all the fountains of the abyss burst forth, and the cataracts of the sky were opened,

11. Gen 8:14 MT (=QG)

NIND MY YN D1 D)Wy NYava »¥n Y1H

And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dry.

12. The Year of the Flood: Comparative chart

MT, SP G
17/1 27/ 11 Beginning of Flood (7:11)
27/ 11 End of Flood (8:14)
13.  Desk Calendar found in Tel Aroer
(Photo A. Biran, Biblical Archeology Review 1983)
14.  Deuteronomy 27:4 MT

DRNN MYN XN TYN NIRD DYIND NN WPN JTRONN D2Y2 M)
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And it shall be, when ye are passed over the Jordan, that ye shall
set up these stones, which I command you this day, in mount

Ebal,

15.

Deuteronomy 27:4 SP
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